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This last meeting of the current millennium (remember,
the new millennium begins with the year 2001) showed
that the American Society for Mass Spectrometry An-
nual Conference has grown to new and unprecedented
heights. The meeting has steadily grown over the past
four decades, but this year’s meeting was rather spec-
tacular. Nearly as many people preregistered for the
conference this year (3016) as attended last year’s con-
ference (3100). The additional 418 preregistrants repre-
sented a 16% growth. The final attendance at this year’s
conference of 3719 represented a 20% growth in overall
attendance.
As has become the tradition, the opening Plenary
lecture was on a topic of more general scientific interest
as opposed to, specifically, mass spectrometry. This
year’s opening lecture was The Search for Life on Mars
and Beyond presented by Chris McKay, NASA Ames
Research. In addition to the Plenary lectures presented
by Julie Ann Leary (this year’s Biemann Medal recipi-
ent) and Boris Aleksandrovich Mamyrin (Award for
Distinguished Contribution in Mass Spectrometry), a
Thursday morning Plenary lecture was presented by
Jack Hall (Kansas State University) entitled Comparing
Frontier Utopias: The Land of Oz and the National Labora-
tory System. The last presentation of the meeting was by
Jerrald Laith (Naval Special Warfare Command): The
Chemistry of Pyrotechnics, which led up to the very
exciting fireworks display that followed the conference
event of a fantastic dinner, which was hosted by ASMS
and several of the Corporate Members, on the lawn at
the Hyatt Hotel next to the Long Beach Convention
Center, the site of the conference.
In addition to the usual hospitality suites provided
by the Corporate Members, an exhibition of equipment
and supplies was held. Fifty-eight of the 93 Corporate
Members each had 10-foot booths that lined both sides
of the poster area. This arrangement was well received
by both the membership and the Corporate Members.
The 93 Corporate Members represents a 33% growth
over last year.
ASMS, known for its short course program, espe-
cially in the last few years, held 10 courses with 488
attendees. This compares to seven courses held at last
year’s meeting. This year, there were 288 oral presenta-
tions in 48 sessions and 1272 posters.
This was the second conference that David A. Weil
(3M Company, St. Paul, MN) organized and ran a
formal employment center. This year, there were over
232 resumes filed; and 1501 employers used the center.
There were 360 job postings: 180 from BioAnalytical
(Pharmaceuticals, Proteomics, Genomics) Companies or
Center; 30 non-BioAnalytical-related industrial postings
(environmental, inorganic, polymers, organic, etc.); 60
positions for instrument manufacturing support posi-
tions (sales, applications, software development, mar-
keting, etc.); 68 postdoctoral positions in industry, aca-
demics, or the National Laboratories; and 22 academic
positions (faculty or staff in academic institutions).
In 1999, there were 220 resumes posted and around
240 job listings. This year’s conference represents a 50%
increase in job listings with only a 5% increase in
candidate resumes with a 20% increase in overall atten-
dance. Clearly, the job market is very competitive
currently in BioAnalytical and, in particular, for indi-
viduals with mass spectrometry experience.
Dr. Weil reported that, at next year’s conference, the
employment center is proposing the formation of an
ad-hoc committee to address career development issues
for members and employment opportunity tools not
just for use during the ASMS conference. And, Dr. Weil
is looking for input on ways to improve the tools/
methods for job applicants, and people to help with the
organization of this committee. Dr. Weil can be reached
at daweil@mmm.com.
The penultimate conference relative to ASMS’ 50th
Anniversary will be held May 27–31, 2001, at the Hyatt
Hotel in Chicago, IL; and the 50th Conference will see a
return to Orlando, FL, June 2–6, 2002.
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